My reasons for doing so are briefly twofold. First, to fully understand epidemic diseases, it is well to contrast their behaviour with that of diseases of the non-epidemic class ; and in these days, when great epidemics are few and far between, we may well turn our attention to the principal causes of death that are always active in our midst. To phthisis, bronchitis, and pneumonia are attributed almost exactly one-fourth of all the deaths in this country.
Secondly, Koch's discovery of the tubercle bacillus has set all men a-thinking, while the proceedings of that most excellent institution, the Committee for the Collective Investigation of Disease, remind us that the idea that pneumonia is an epidemic disease is gaining ground. The question naturally arises, Is bronchitis wholly above suspicion ? As in previous papers, I shall to-night deal with the statistics of mortality in England and Wales, as furnished by the Registrar-General's Department, and with those statistics alone. The numbers of deaths are taken from the Table of Causes of Death in each year's annual report, the "Supplementary Table" being used in every case to correct the classification as far as possible; and the death-rates have all been " ground out" again by Thomas's 
